Addressed to the common reader as well as specialists in law, this book ties

the already recognized framework for constitutional construction, that of -
political theory, together with human psychology. i {
It presents a model that systemizes the forces that act upon us, both O
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individually and en masse; it explains why some will embrace a system of
principled law while others will prefer a system of arbitrary law; and it explores
the qualitative difference between the worldview of these two groups of people,
the reasoning that goes with either position, and its implications for society.

A 14 Y\ N

As shown, we are dealing with two opposing paradigms competing for
hegemony. The tension between the two has been formative to the evolution of
society and only those who reason from the perspective of principled law can
adequately decipher the Constitution. Not only were the founders themselves

exponents of this type of law, but it is the only defense against injustice and ' A T RANSPERSONAL F RAMEWORK

arbitrary government. This being so, the author goes into detail discussing the

differences between the two systems of law, the superiority of principled law, f F o R C o N S T I T U T I o N A L C o N S T R U C T I o N

and the extent to which we have become a system of arbitrary law.

Framing the evolution of American law from a legal, political, and psycho- =%
8 logical perspective, the result is a framework that not only adds more depth, [
£8 coherence, stability, integrity, and credibility to the discipline of constitutional |/}
interpretation —one that provides us with a sense of direction historically and
§ normatively speaking—but a framework that holds great promise for social
¥ engineering purposes and, in this sense, completes the founders’ mission.
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It Takes Courage to be Free! Never have I seen a more lucid argument and :
explanation of the forces that play out in the relationship between the
" individual and society, taking us from Dependence to Freedom. Mikalsen is -
absolutely right: psychology does in fact give birth to politics, just as politics
" gives birth to law. As he so forcefully states, from his title through his
= concluding chapter where he exhorts us to reclaim our potential, the
Sfundamental idea of the Constitution was to empower the individual and to
restrict government. But that is not how the product of the Founding Fathers
has been interpreted, and it is long since time to Right this Wrong!”

—Judge James P. Gray (Ret.)
2012 Libertarian candidate for Vice President
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